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TERMINOLOGY

Immigration ! - an action by which a person establishes his or her usual residence in the territory of
the country for a period that is, or is expected to be, of at least twelve months, having previously been
usually resident in another country

Immigrant 2 - a person undertaking an immigration, independent on nationality, including:
(L)national immigrant - a person who returns to his or her country of citizenship, having previously
lived abroad. Returning nationals includes national citizens born abroad who have not previously
been resident in their country of citizenship; (2) EU immigrant- a citizen of a Member State of EU-27
migrating to any Member State including (returning) to his or her own country of citizenship, as
opposed to a non-EU immigrant; (3) non-national EU immigrant - an immigrant who holds
citizenship of a Member State of the EU-27 (including Bulgaria and Romania) other than that to
which he or she is migrating; (4) non-EU immigrant- an immigrant who has no citizenship of any EU-
27 Member State.

1 According to the definition applied in Eurostat statistics, ensuring conformity with official European statistical data on
immigration issues

2 According to the definition applied in Eurostat statistics, ensuring conformity with official European statistical data on
immigration issues
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- gain a deep understanding of current immigrant attitudes and perceived barriers and obstacles to
gain fulfilling employment at the appropriate level;
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at the appropriate level.

As the target group z young immigrants z is relatively difficult to reach and estimate, the sample
frame was not available. Therefore a semi-quota sample method was implemented, which means
conducting the research seeking for different types of respondents based on the variables assumed in
the plan of research, which has been elaborated with the support of a proper specialist and can be
considered reliable.

A three-stage research plan has been implemented: studies of immigration data (secondary research)
as well as Focus Group Interview (FGI) and Questionnaire Survey (primary research).

Focus Group Interview was organised as a cross country interview, taking place in parallel in all

countries involved (ltaly, Poland, Spain, Ireland, UK):

- Poland: FGI held in University of Szczecin building, on the January 20th 2010, on a group of 10
immigrants;

- UK: FGI was conducted in Springboard offices, on the January 25th 2010, on a group of 13
immigrants;

- Italy: FGI held in Avellino on the January 28th 2010, on a group of 13 immigrants;

- Spain: FGI held on the 28th January 2010, in one of the lecture rooms of the & OT AAAE & 1
Metal, on a group of 10 immigrants;

- Ireland: FGI was conducted during February 5th 2010 on a group of 8 immigrants. Two subsidiary
interviews were conducted on February 23rd 2010 and February 24th 2010, making the required
10 participants.

The survey questionnaire was designed as a web-based tool in four different languages (English,
Polish, Spanish, Italian) on five web platforms (one for each country). Gathering data was closed on:

- Poland: March 3rd

- Italy: March 4th

- UK: March 7th

- Spain: March 9th

- Ireland: March 15th

After filtering the responses (excluding incomplete questionnaires), there were 186 questionnaires
answered. The number of questionnaires from each country is as follows:

- Poland: 20

- UK:21

- Spain: 22

- lreland: 102

- ltaly: 21

In both FGI and survey research the minimal requirements concerning sampling have been achieved.

Pathways to Work: An Employment Upgrade Training Programme for Young Immigrants
(AGREEMENT NO z UK/09/LLP-LdV/TOI-163_252, PROJECT NO z 2009-1-GB2-LE005-01320)
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RESERACH RESULTS

General conclusions

The main conclusions from FGI findings:

- There is no significant difference between the situations of immigrants in particular countries.
They perceive similar barriers. The scope and level of perceived barriers depends on previous
experiences in domestic and international labour markets.

- Immigrants express huge training needs. They are convinced that proper training will help them
upgrade their employment level by changing their position on the labour market.

- Previous experience with trainings does not significantly influence their willingness for further
education. The most important perceived barrier to training is time limitations caused by family
duties and work requirements.

- Training needs of immigrants are similar in all countries. The most important training areas
identified are: vocational training (on the job training); personal abilities, presentation,
communication, job searching; labour market systems and regulations (evolutions in labour
market, national support structures, legal regulations of labour market, starting business (funds
for immigrants to start business).

- Immigrants perceive training as a lifelong process, as it is the only way to develop a career and
sustain employment. In addition to upgrading qualifications, they perceive personal development
as important.

- The need for development seems to be above average. However, immigrants identify difficulties
with access to proper training.

- The most important characteristics of training indicated by immigrants are: efficient cost-benefit
ratio in relation to amount of money and time devoted, elasticity in learning, possible certificates
gained.

The main conclusions from the Questionnaire survey findings:

- Almost half of the respondents (45% - compare question 1) left their home country for economic
reasons. Repatriation and religion were not strong factors.

- The majority of respondents came to their host countries either alone or with a partner. Only 12%
came with children (compare question 2).

- 1/3 of the respondents treat the host country not as a target country, but as a stop on their
migration (compare question 3).

- About 2/3 of the respondents have some kind of a job. 30% do not have any, and 45% have a
regular full-time job z compare question 6.

- The respondents are happy to have a job (only 27% are not satisfied with it), however they realize
they usually work beneath their qualifications and expectations (41% claim that their current job
does not correspond to their level of education) z compare questions 8 and 9.

- The respondents are either optimistic or have small expectations, as 61% of them, when asked
about their desired job, believe they express rational expectations z compare question 11.

- Most of the respondents are willing to participate in trainings. The most popular ones are:
presentation skills (48% said definitely yes); going through qualification procedure, interview,
self-presentation, etc. (46% said definitely yes); knowledge of training and vocational education
structures & opportunities (45% said definitely yes); communication & social skills (behavioural-
cultural misunderstandings) (45% said definitely yes). What is also important is that, even for the
least popular training, the smallest number of potential participants who answered definitely yes
is31%

- Respondents indicate that they have time for training. 70% would agree to spend more than 6
months for training and 54% would agree to spend up to 3 hours daily for training.
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- More than half of the respondents have taken a course before (this differs significantly in different
countries). They also know where to find information and courses. On the other hand, almost half
of them do not know that.

- More than half of the respondents are familiar with on-line training and computerized courses.

- Blended learning or e-learning is the most popular way of receiving courses (respectively 21%
and 21%) for 41% of respondents

- Surprisingly there are no significant differences in immigrants from EU and outside EU. With
some exceptions, the non EU immigrants are in no worse situation than EU immigrants (and the
most important exception is that 47% of non EU immigrants do no have a job, comparing to 21%
of EU immigrants without a job). Therefore hypothesis that non EU immigrants are more
discriminated or in a much worse situation on labour market cannot be definitely confirmed

The barriers on labour market as perceived by immigrants

Several barriers facing young immigrants in foreign countries were identified. They match barriers
identified by other, broader studies (such as discrimination, different market situation and
administration structures, skills equivalence and recognition, language, networking). These barriers
do not significantly differ among the countries, but are somewhat dependent on previous
experiences of immigrants. Barriers as perceived by immigrants are listed in Table 1 (FGI results).

Table E.1. Barriers on the labour market as perceived by immigrants - the cross-reference of FGI findings from different countries

Country  Strongest barriers as perceived by immigrants

UK Language differences, cultural differences, their experience/qualifications are ignored, low pay occupaiigpsless support from government
i.e.: funding and training, lack of skills, lack of training opportunities, unsure of access to training, lower job seogrtpations and migrants
are largely concentrated in ugskilled, risky sector jobs.

Ireland  $EOAOQET ET AOEKbIGuhET ADEOAGARAEZOBT ECEIT AT A AOET EAEOUGHh OEA EI Bi OC
migrant in securing some (noirish nationality added to the difficulty in securing the first step to remove this hiar, be it unpaid experience
or a full time job), impossibility to compete on an equal footing with native applicants.

Poland Language skills, lack of trust for immigrants, even fear of hiring them, bad stereotypes, bureaucracy of the country ititakett is
discouraginh EO EO AT i i EAAOAAR 1 AAE T £ Ei |l ECOAT 008 N dAddicatitninbddesi T h
A7 O1 OOEAOR OEA OEUA i &£ OEA AEOU 1 AOOAOO AO xAi i h OGbminigardprebldnsd E
employers do not invest in workers; they demand high skills but they are not willmgdy immigrants to get them.

Italy Difficulty in accessing information and in understanding the logics and dynamics of the labour market, concentration inhjabare unskilled
or not very skilled, lack of job stability.
Spain Discrimination against rationality, not holding the required qualification for the job, experience/studies acquired in country of origin not

valued, lack of experience in the field of desired work, being amational, the economic recession, absence of documentation showingf
residency, need to successfully pass through stages of the selection process, need to make working life compatible wilifefanthe case of
mothers with children.

Source: FGI research

Without a doubt the most prevalent barrier as perceived by researched immigrants was competition
on the labour market. Immigrants perceive themselves to be less competitive than other candidates
who originate from the country in which they are applying for jobs. To compete, they have to be
better qualified and have wider experience. In terms of discrimination, experience indicated in
application should refer to domestic labour market. Certificates gained in host country are equally
important and are a serious confirmation of proper qualifications level. In contrast, information
about education recognition and upgrading training is often difficult to access, and it requires a lot of
time and effort to gain proper information about courses available.

Differences in labour market systems often vary a lot among countries. This can result in confusion
for people trying to find employment. In addition, bureaucratic procedures make the process even
more difficult. Also, a lack of awareness (lack of knowledge, lack of understanding) about cultural
differences sometimes makes the application procedure impossible, because of behavioural-cultural
misunderstandings.

Pathways to Work: An Employment Upgrade Training Programme for Young Immigrants
(AGREEMENT NO z UK/09/LLP-LdV/TOI-163_252, PROJECT NO z 2009-1-GB2-LE005-01320)
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In relation to barriers perceived by immigrants on the labour market, findings from FGI match
survey results, which show the broader context of perception of employment disadvantages. The
results of survey are presented in Table 2 and Figure 1.

Table 2. Barriers on the labour market as perceived by immigrants

Do you consider that the following have affected negatively your past job search and Often Sometimes Um
work experience?

Competition (by other equally skilled candidate workers) 33% 33% 66%
Bureaucracy procedures 27% 32% 59%
Going through qualification procedure, interview, seifesentation, etc 26% 32% 58%
Wrong (high/low) expectations 18% 39% 58%
Communication & Social skills (behaviowultural misunderstandings) 22% 34% 56%
Carrier path creating (career orientation & job choice) 19% 37% 55%
Presentation skills 26% 28% 54%
Knowledge of training and vocational education structuresapportunities 28% 26% 54%
Accessing information sources 20% 32% 52%
Awareness of employment rights and obligations 26% 24% 51%
Understanding of labour market needs and trends 22% 28% 51%
Career orientation & job choice 13% 37% 51%
CV preparation 20% 26% 46%
Teamwork skills (working in a team and communicatieanderstanding with team 22% 21% 42%
members)
Electronic tools for job search 16% 26% 42%
Source: Questionnaire survey
Do you consider that following have negatively affected your job search and work experier
A 1 1 | [} 1 1
Competition (by other equally skilled candidate workers) | & —33% - : 33% !
Bureaucracy procedures |5 27% - - 32% - I
Wrong (high/low) expectations | SEETSYAMI __ - 39% - !
Going through qualification procedure  |= 26% - - 32% - /
Communication & Social skills | & 22% - - 34% : !
Carrier path creating | SETOUAIIII 3% - |
Knowledge of training and vocational education | & -28% - : 26% —
Presentation skills ~ |& 26% - - 28% —
Accessing information sources | 2004 —32% !
Career orientation & job choice | SIS0 : 37% : !
Understanding of labour market needs and trends | "ZF - - 28% !
Awareness of employment rights and obligations | & ,im " . 24%. !
CV preparation | SEEE200/4 NI . 26% - |
Electronic tools for job search | EEIB0ARMN 26% <!
Teamwork skills 22% 21% !
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
= often = sometimes

Figure 1. Barriers on the labour market as perceived by immigrants

Source: Questionnaire survey

What should be noticed is that even the least common barrier» OAT AAOOT T EA Ol7iid O A& O
recognized by almost half of the respondents (42%). Thus it would be a false assumption to consider
CV preparation, teamwork skills, or electronic tools for job search as unimportant obstacles for
immigrants on the labour market. There does seem to be a group with a high level of information

Pathways to Work: An Employment Upgrade Training Programme for Young Immigrants
(AGREEMENT NO z UK/09/LLP-LdV/TOI-163_252, PROJECT NO z 2009-1-GB2-LE005-01320)
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technology awareness, if only the source of information may be easily indicated. However, the other
barriers may also be important. Once some barriers are overcome, the immigrants may have to deal
with the others.

We may suppose that there are barriers that do not seem to appear often, but which are still
important. Consider wrong (high/low) expectations. Even though only 18% of the respondents
perceive this barrier as appearing often, 39% perceive it from time to time. This most probably
indicates that this barrier appears rather during job seeking, not while employed. The same applies
to career path creating, career orientation & job choice, and accessing information sources.

The perception of labour market barriers is rather similar for both non EU and EU immigrants. Some

barriers the non EU immigrants perceive as slightly bigger (especially O! x AOAT AGO 1T £ Ai b
OECEOO AT A TAIECAOEIT Oono #AOAAO 1T OEAT OAOETT 0O E
Eil ECOAT OO0 j AOPAAEAI T U O#6 DOADAOAOEIT T &murad# 1 i i O1
i EOOT AAOOOAT AET ¢ O MonEB immirants Gofn@have g jeb, cordBaring to 21% of

EU immigrants without a job (compare Table 3).

Table 3. Employment status of immigrants from different countries

Do you have a job right now? Old 15 EU New 12 EU Non EUcountries EU-countries
countries countries (alltogather)

Yes, regular fullime 14% 59% 34% 51%

Yes, regular part time 33% 15% 14% 18%

Yes, casual 14% 9% 5% 10%

No, | do not have a job 38% 17% A47% 21%

Source: Questionnaire survey

The willingness to participate in trainings

What seems to be surprising and unexpected, the immigrants express willingness to participate in
trainings. Immigrants perceive training as a lifelong process, as it is the only way to develop career
and sustain employment. It was anticipated in FGI and confirmed by the questionnaire survey. In
relation to training areas listed in Table 5, 69% of immigrants want at least one training course, and
almost half of the respondents (47%) want to take at least 5 training courses. The group that does
not want to take any trainings at all consists of 31% of respondents (Table 4).

Besides upgrading qualifications, respondents perceive personal development to be important. The
need for development seems to be more than average. Immigrants perceive trainings as an important
way to overcome barriers they face on the labour market. Generally, three areas of training needs can
be identified:

- Vocational training (on the job training)

- Personal abilities, presentation, communication, job searching

- Labour market systems and regulations (evolutions in labour market, national support structures,
legal regulations of labour market)

- Business education (starting and developing own business, funds for immigrants to start
business)

These training needs are similar to those expressed by other young people entering the labour
market. However, they are seen differently. They should be planned to overcome barriers, lack of
social, economic and legal knowledge in terms of living in foreign country.

Pathways to Work: An Employment Upgrade Training Programme for Young Immigrants
(AGREEMENT NO z UK/09/LLP-LdV/TOI-163_252, PROJECT NO z 2009-1-GB2-LE005-01320)
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Table 4. Willingness of participation in trainings

Willingness of participation in trainings Frequency Percent
There are no trainings | would definitely like to participate 57 31%
There is only one training | would definitely like to participate 14 8%
There are 24 trainings | would definitely liketo participate 26 14%
There are 59 trainings | would definitely like to participate 34 18%
There are 1014 trainings | would definitely like to participate 34 18%
| would definitely like to participate in all 16 trainings 21 11%

Source: Questionnaire survey

The results of FGI concerning the training needs as perceived by immigrants are presented in Table
5, the results of survey research concerning the barriers on labour market are presented in Tables 6
and 7, while Figures 2 and 3 present the data graphically.

Table 5. Training needs of immigrants - the cross-reference of findings from different countries

Country  Training n eedsexpressed by immigrants

UK

The results of the research illustrate the importance migrants place on the need to developgkiés and abilities to improve their position
within the labour market, a need for work experience, also to develop personal career goals and to devise their own cumridtdae, becoming
more focused in what they want to achieve and become more attrgeto employers. Overall the table portrays the importance migrants plac
on developing their personal skills and abilities.

Ireland The group did identify some generic training needs:

1.more apprenticeship/vocational training;
2.on the job training;
3. onfidence and selésteem support to help deal with rejection and also the additional barriers of being an immigrant.

Poland The participants felt the need for following trainings

Italy

1.CV writing, qualification procedure, interview, sifesentation, etc

2.Labor law knowledge

3.Business plan, starting business, where to get funds

4.How to behave and communicate in state offices

5.Language course

6.Culture training

Professional trainings

1. need to develop their knowledge and skills in relatioretlutions in the Labour market

2. need to develop their knowledge and skills in relation to the legislative framework

3. need to develop their knowledge and skills in relation to the use of information channels and new Information and Coratimmic
Techndogy

4. need to develop their knowledge and skills in relation to team working and effective communication
5. need to develop their knowledge and skills in relation to career marketing

Spain List of skills and abilities needed for immigrants to improveeth position in the labour market:

1.Training towards finding work

2.Adjusting to labour market demands

3.Achieving basic qualifications in the country in order to later secure a job

4. Positive presence and knowing how to be firm, assertive, astute allidgvto learn

5. Proficiency in computer programmes

6. Knowledge of technical terminology, even for those speaking the same language

Source: FGI research

A broadened, aggregated approach towards trainings has been prepared on the basis of the survey
results. According to the survey the most preferred trainings by immigrants are:

Communication & Social skills (behaviour-cultural misunderstandings)
Going through qualification procedure, interview, self-presentation, etc
Presentation skills

Carrier path creating (career orientation & job choice)

Knowledge of training and vocational education structures & opportunities
Competition (by other equally skilled candidate workers)

At the same time, immigrants are less excited about training concerning:

Electronic tools for job search
Bureaucracy procedures

Pathways to Work: An Employment Upgrade Training Programme for Young Immigrants
(AGREEMENT NO z UK/09/LLP-LdV/TOI-163_252, PROJECT NO z 2009-1-GB2-LE005-01320)
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- Career orientation & job choice
- Accessing information sources
- Teamwork skills (working in a team and communication-understanding with team members)

Table 6. The most preferred trainings by immigrants

Would you like to participate in the trainings offering improvement of following Definitely would Rather would Sum
skills and abilities? participate participate
Communication & Social skills (behaviowultural misunderstandings) 45% 35% 79%
Going through qualification procedure, interview, sefitesentation, etc 46% 31% 78%
Presentation skills 48% 28% 76%
Carrier path creating (career orientation & job choice) 39% 35% 73%
Knowledge of training and vocational education structuresafportunities 45% 26% 2%
Competition (by other equally skilled candidate workers) 37% 34% 71%
CV preparation 41% 29% 70%
Teamwork skills (working in a team and communicatiemnderstanding with team 40% 29% 69%
members)

Awareness of employment rightnd obligations 40% 29% 69%
Career orientation & job choice 34% 34% 68%
Understanding of labour market needs and trends 39% 28% 68%
Accessing information sources 36% 29% 65%
Bureaucracy procedures 39% 26% 65%
Wrong (high/low) expectations 30% 33% 63%
Electronic tools for job search 33% 24% 58%

Source: Questionnaire survey

Would you likr to participate in the trainings offering improvement of following skills and abilitie

LY

Communication & Social skills
Going through qualification procedure

0
n
3

Presentation skills w T 28% T y
Carrier path creating * | T 359 i T !
Knowledge of training structures & opportunities | E 50 - 26%. ]
Competition (by other equally skilled candidate workers) | S 370 S 34%
OV preparation | CE S S - '

Awareness of employment rights and obligations

|

Teamwork skills | & " 2 - . —29% /
Understanding of labour market needs and trends | G300, 28% : |
Career orientation & job choice | S igA0 L . 34% | |
Bureaucracy procedures | SO 300/ 26% —_—
Accessing information sources | (R IIIZ606 I 29% -
Wrong (high/low) expectations | T3 006 S . —33% )
Electronic tools for job search | S I33VAN I _24% ) J

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

= Definitely would participate in this training Rather would participate in this training

Figure 2. The most preferred trainings by immigrants

Source: Questionnaire survey

An estimation of the actual demand for trainings should be taken into consideration. Researches
widely accept the 90/30 rulei. The application of this method to the achieved results indicates that
the most likely to participation in trainings will be in: Presentation skills training (51.38%), Going

Pathways to Work: An Employment Upgrade Training Programme for Young Immigrants
(AGREEMENT NO z UK/09/LLP-LdV/TOI-163_252, PROJECT NO z 2009-1-GB2-LE005-01320)
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through qualification procedure, interview, self-presentation, etc. (51.12%) and communication &
social skills (behaviour-cultural misunderstandings) (50.61%).

As presented in Figure 2, the actual differences between trainings preferences are not that
significant. The difference between the least preferable and the most preferable trainings is only
21%, which is not a high amount.

Table 7. The least preferred trainings by immigrants

Would you like to participate in the trainings offering improvement of following skills and Rather not Definitely um
abilities? not

Electronic tools for job search 17% 17% 34%
Bureaucracy procedures 15% 12% 27%
Career orientation & job choice 16% 10% 26%
Accessing information sources 15% 11% 26%
Teamwork skills (working in a team and communicatiemnderstanding with teammembers) 19% 7% 26%
Wrong (high/low) expectations 14% 11% 25%
Awareness of employment rights and obligations 16% 8% 24%
Understanding of labour market needs and trends 16% 7% 23%
Knowledge of training and vocational education structures & opportunities 14% 9% 23%
CV preparation 9% 13% 23%
Competition (by other equally skilled candidate workers) 12% 7% 20%
Carrier path creating (career orientation & job choice) 10% 9% 19%
Presentation skills 10% 7% 17%
Communication & Social skiliehaviour-cultural misunderstandings) 9% 7% 16%
Going through gualification procedure, interview, sgifesentation, etc 10% 5% 15%

Source: Questionnaire survey

Would you likr to participate in the trainings offering improvement of following skills and

abilities?
7 | | ] I I 1
Electronic tools for job search | Fﬂ# : 1 7|0/ ]
Bureaucracy procedures | | | % | I ll"_% I [
Teamwork skills | ##—_l%_l'
Accessing information sources 1 % I 11% : [
Career orientation & job choice I=“a=l+_l
Wrong (high/low) expectations 4% 11 0/1 [

Awareness of employment rights and obligations ] m=—89?—'

CV preparation

Knowledge of training structures & opportunities | —— gy

Understanding of labour market needs and trends ]

Competition (by other equally skilled candidate workers) ] ﬁ=—7-%—l
Carrier path creating | EF 9% ’

| I
Presentation skills I=FI—7-%I—I
Communication & Social skills | SEEgpmmmmm

4 | |
Going through qualification procedure L=F/—5%—J

|

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

= rather not definitely not

Figure 3. The least preferred trainings by immigrants

Source: Questionnaire survey

Pathways to Work: An Employment Upgrade Training Programme for Young Immigrants
(AGREEMENT NO z UK/09/LLP-LdV/TOI-163_252, PROJECT NO z 2009-1-GB2-LE005-01320)
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The trainings rejected by most immigrants are not supposed to be treated as unimportant. Even
though there is a considerable group of immigrants who do not want such trainings, there can still be
many niches for trainings needs, including those perceived as least preferred.

Summarizing the willingness to participate in trainings, it should be stated that immigrants generally
want to participate in different trainings. They have their preferences, but the idea itself about
trainings is rather important to them.

The non EU immigrants are more willing to take trainings and courses. This applies especially to:

O4AAl xT OE OEEI T O j x| OEET ¢ -HIAAMDOOARREACAXxBOET ORBAA /
55% of non EU immigrants who definitely would like to participate in this training comparing to 31%

I £ %5 EIi [l ECOAT 06N O#AOOEAO PDPAOE AOAkZAO&InG Ey AAOAAO
immigrants who definitely would like to participate in this training comparing to 32% of EU

Ei Il ECOAT OON O51 AAOGRAG AEAAA G AS0IAS AOCBRimh@iGOts who

definitely would like to participate in this training comparing to 33% of EU immigrants (Figure 4).

Would you likr to participate in the trainings offering improvement of following skills and abilitie:

Presentation skills | = - - - -
Teamwork skills |2 - - g |
Communication & Social skills  |& : : : ]
Carrier path creating  |& - - = |
Going through qualification procedure | & - - - —
Understanding of labour market needs and trends  |& - - - [
Awareness of employment rights and obligations  |& : : — |
Knowledge of training structures & opportunities & - - - &£
Bureaucracy procedures : - ‘
Accessing information sources  |& - - g
CV preparation  |& - - -
Career orientation & job choice  |& - . ]
Electronic tools for job search  |& : : 0
Competition (by other equally skilled candidate workers) |& - - -
Wrong (high/low) expectations J

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Non EU-counties = EU-counties

Figure 4. Training courses preferred by immigrants from EU countries and Non EU-countries

Source: Questionnaire survey

The decision making process for choosing trainings

As findings from Focus Group Interview indicate, even though immigrants may show interest in
trainings, this interest should be treated more as a wish and less as an action promise. This fact has
to be taken into account when analyzing decisions to undertake trainings. Previous training
experience does not significantly influence willingness to engage in further education. The most
important perceived barrier to trainings is time limitation caused by family duties and work
requirements. Table 8 presents the summary of FGI results in relation to the identification of
immigrant training needs.
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Table 8. How immigrants identify their training needs

Country  Reasons for undertaking training s

UK Reasons recognised: time, cost, family responsibilities, will the training provide with the essential skills needed, le¢dtiertraining,
accessibility, pace of the training and interest. Majority of the participants felt very strongly aboutlémgth and cost of the training.

Ireland The three factors most important for them in choosing specific training are: career path, an interest in the particularesylgn enjoyment of
the particular subject.

Poland The most important factor is directelation to professional development that will directly results in material benefits at work, certificates give
after completing the trainings, time, money.

Italy No answer

Spain Three main aspects considered: whether participation influences on to fuwlk easily, whether the training is free, whether the training is
short and available as-4earning course.

Source: FGI results

Consequently to their training needs declaration, young immigrants are in general willing to spend
time for trainings (compare Table 9 and Table 10). 58% of them would agree for 6 months trainings.
However they expect immediate benefits. They are ready to devote more time for training (1-3
years) only if the results they achieve are adequate. For personal development trainings not longer
than 6 months are recommended.

Table 9. Amount of time that can be spend on improving job qualifications

How much time can you spend on improving your job qualifications (in months)? Frequency Percent
1 month 29 16%

2 months 26 14%

6 months 52 28%
12 months 35 19%

2 years 10 5%

3 years 7 4%
more than 3 years 27 15%

Source: Questionnaire survey

Because of the many responsibilities of people living abroad in terms of earning money and family
care, immigrants are unable to devote much time during the day for training. 88% would spend 2
hours a day on trainings. They are however not willing to spend half a day or a whole day for
trainings: only 22% would agree for half-day training and 4% for whole-day training. This fact
speaks in favour of blended learning, which offers more time flexibility than other forms of trainings.

Table 10. Amount of hours during a day that can be spend on improving job qualifications

How many hours during a day can you spend on courses or trainings improving your j ob Frequency Percent
gualifications (in hours)?

1 hour 22 12%
up to 2 hours 63 34%
up to 3 hours 61 33%
up to 5 hours 19 10%
up to 8 hours 14 8%
more than 8 hours 7 4%

Source: Questionnaire survey

Pathways to Work: An Employment Upgrade Training Programme for Young Immigrants
(AGREEMENT NO z UK/09/LLP-LdV/TOI-163_252, PROJECT NO z 2009-1-GB2-LE005-01320)



N
Education and Culture 06 Segments for targeting trainings 19

Lifelong Learning Programme

SEGMENTS FOR TARGENG TRAININGS

The group which would definitely agree to take some trainings

There is a group, rather significant considering their number (68 people out of 186 z 37%), which
definitely wants to take trainings, even regardless the subject. They are the first segment to whom
trainings ca n be targeted. The basic characteristic of the group is as follows: they are less satisfied
with their current job than average and more often believe that their job does not correspond to their
level of education. They more often than average meet difficulties on labour market. They have less
knowledge than average about where to find information about trainings.

What seems to be the case in this group is the need for well targeted information. The
message should stress that completion of the traini ng increases the possibility of possessing .
AAOOAOh 11T OA OAOEOAUEI C EIAO xEEAE AOA 11 OA APDPOI D

In general, one can state that there is a good market and a real need for trainings: more than 1/3 of
respondents claim that they definitely want to take some training.

The group which definitely does not want to take any trainings

The segment which does not want to take trainings is relatively very small (6% of the total group).

They possess good jobs and they are satisfied with their jobs. They are usually young and well-

educated. They are more likely to have taken trainings before, and are well-oriented about where to

find and take trainings. They have at least a high school diploma and most of them are less than 30

years old. When askeA AAT OO | AAOET ¢ PAOAARAEOAA AAOOEAOOh OEA
which is opposite the general research population. In other words, they do not struggle on the

labour market, so they are not targets for trainings.

The most important conclusion drown from this analysis is the fact that this group constitutes only
6% of the total population. In other words, 94% of the research group wants to or considers taking
some training.

The group which does not have a job

The group of researched immigrants who do not have jobs consists of 55 people, which means 30%
of the total group (186 people). Surprisingly, among this group no stronger perception of barriers on
labour market can be observed. What is more, among this group no stronger willingness for training
can be observed (with the exception of teamwork skills: 78% compared to 69% average; and
Electronic tools for job search: 64% compared to 58% average). On the other hand, they do not want
trainings less than average.

What seems to be the case in this grou p is action aimed at realizing the importance of training.
The message should stress the possibility of getting a good job after completing the training.

General conclusion about this segment: Unemployment does not seem to be a strong enough
motivator for taking trainings. In other words, not having a job is not a sufficient argument to
undertake trainings. Some other aspects have to be taken into consideration. This is, however, an
important segment for trainings.
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The group which is unsatisfied with thei r jobs

There is a considerable group (consisting of 19% of the total group) of people who are not satisfied
with their current jobs. Members of this group more often than average believe that their jobs do not
correspond to their education level. They more often than average need trainings from Wrong
(high/low) expectations; Knowledge of training and vocational education structures & opportunities;
Electronic tools for job search; Accessing information sources. The last two are connected with the
fact that they have less knowledge than average about where to find information about trainings. The
most desired trainings by this group are: Communication & Social skills (behavioural-cultural
misunderstandings) (94% of respondents); Going through qualification procedure, interview, self-
presentation, etc. (92% of respondents); Knowledge of training and vocational education structures
& opportunities (88% of respondents); Accessing information sources (88% of respondents).

What seems to be the case in this group is the need for well -targeted information. The
message should stress the possibility of increasing job satisfaction.

General conclusion: Even though the search for training is less often chosen as preferable by
average respondents, there is a group that considers them to be important, the group with lower
satisfaction from their job. Moreover unemployment is not a sufficient incentive to search for
training required

The group which is satisfied with their jobs

As lack of job satisfaction can be a trigger for taking trainings, the opposite situation may be
hypothesised z that job satisfaction can drive respondents away from trainings. However, this is not
acase.

There is a considerable group that is satisfied with their current job. The group consists of 41 people,
which means 22% of the total group (186 people).

This group more often than average came with partner and/or family; more often than average
possesses a regular, full-time job; more often than average believes that their job corresponds to
their education level; and less often than average meets barriers on labour market.

The training needs of this group vary. Some of the trainings are as desirable as for the rest of the

population, while some are less preferred. The most preferred trainings for this group are
Communication & Social skills (behaviour-cultural misunderstandings) and Presentation skills (73%

I £ OAODPI T AAT OO0 Al OxAOAKN EGREIER 00 AUAAERDI B0 A/l WE ADA OB O A
Awareness of employment rights and obligations; Going through qualification procedure, interview,
self-presentation, etc.; and Understanding labour market needs and trends. The least preferred are

Electronic tools for job search and Accessing information sources.

This group has more often taken training before. They also have a better-than-average knowledge of
where to find information about trainings and where to take trainings, and they are more familiar
with on line courses.

General conclusion: The most important conclusion is the fact that even those satisfied with
their jobs still see a need for trainings . However, their needs slightly differ from the average
respondent. As this group is more aware of training opportunities than average, they may turn out to
be the first participants in our trainings.
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GENERAL RECOMMENDAODNS FOR TRAININGS RBGRAMS

The research indicated various training needs of immigrants and their high willingness to
participate. Taking into account the general objective of the Pathways to work project, which is the
adjustment and transfer of training programmes mainly concerning soft skills, this section includes
guidelines and recommendations for each proposed training module.

There are five prepared modules for the pathways to work project:

- Module 1: Building Personal Confidence & Self Awareness
- Module 2: Developing Teamwork & Communications Skills
- Module 3: Know your Employment Rights

- Module 4: Career Preparation

- Module 5: Job Search Skills & Interview techniques

The general idea for analysing immigrantsGneeds and attitudes towards each module was to find a
segment which may need the skills and knowledge provided in the module and to adjust the content
of each module to the specific needs of its particular segment.

The research proves that there is a need for trainings among immigrants. A considerable
portion of them is willing to take trainings provided in the form of blended learning and/or e -
learning. The summary and the report con tain some important recommendations for better
adjustments of trainings modules to the needs of potential participants.

It should be kept in mind that about 1/3 of immigrants potentially want to take training modules as
proposed in the projects. This is a considerable percentage of immigrants and creates a good and
sufficient group for launch of the project. Additionally, training needs of immigrants and perceive
barriers seem to be similar, and do not depend on their nationality and host contry, which indicates
the possibility to address similar training programs for immigrants in all countries involved.

What is common for each module is the fact that potentially interested respondents have less
knowledge of where to find information and take trainings. Therefore, effective channels for reaching
the immigrants should be determined.

Immigrants perceive no problems in the use of computer based electronic tools. Also important is the
fact that they perceive on-line trainings quite similarly to the average respondent (which indicates
that blended learning may by a good way to provide trainings for them).

Another common aspect is that, in each module, potentially interested respondents perceive more
barriers than average. Thus, a good strategy seems to be to present trainings as a way of overcoming
barriers on the labour market.

FGI research also demonstrates that there is a considerable portion of immigrants who may be
interested in entrepreneurship/starting-own-business trainings. As this is not part of the project, the
modules should not be completely oriented towards this need; however, some aspects may be
included.

The potential number of immigrants that may be especially willing to take part in each module is
presented in Table 11.
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Table 11. The potential number of immigrants that may be interested in each module

Module Percent of immigrants potentially interested in trainings from
the module

Module 1: Building Personal Confidence & Self Awareness 24%

Module 2: Developing Teamwork @ mmunications Skills 32%

Module 3: Know your Employment Rights 45%

Module 4: Career Preparation 32%

Module 5: Job Search Skills & Interview techniques 28%

A considerable number of immigrants may be interested in each module. It seems that the module
G111 x Ul 00 %l bliUuiATO 2ECEOO6 EO OEA 1100 ET OAOAO(
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RECOMMENDATIONS FORACH MODULE

Module 1: Building Personal Confidence & Self Awareness

As FGI research and many other sources indicate, immigrants suffer from discrimination on the
labour market. Though we cannot change this situation in a short time, we have to think about how
to resolve it. One possible solution for discrimination may be to build personal confidence and self
awareness, which can help in dealing with discrimination and moving forward. Therefore, the most
important part in this module should include dealing with discrimination.

As the selected group is rather unsatisfied with their current job, which is often a casual one, the
promotion message should stress the possibility of getting more satisfaction from a better job after
accomplishing the module.

The selected group is willing to take trainings but they do not know where to find information about
trainings and courses. Therefore the information should be well-targeted to reach this group.

Module 2: Developing Teamwork & Communications Skills

As the members of the selected group less often than average have jobs, the importance of teamwork
and communications skills for having a good job should be presented.

This group is rather unsatisfied with their current job, which is often a casual one; therefore, the
promotion message should stress the possibility of getting more satisfaction from a better job after
completing the module. The selected group is willing to take trainings, but they do not know where
to find information about trainings and courses. Therefore, the information should be well-targeted
to reach this group.

The selected group has slightly lower education than average. Therefore, an important
recommendation is to keep the language and exercises on an appropriate level.
Module 3: Know your Employment Rights

The content of this module is mainly linked to discrimination, which is one of the most important
barriers to gaining fulfilling employment.

As the selected group has a higher-than-average rate of unemployment, the importance of knowing
the employment rights for having a good job should be presented.
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The FGI proved significant differences between countries concerning the law, institutions, etc.
Therefore, there should be adjusted versions for each country.

The content of the module should include not only the rights of employees, but also legal aspects of
applying for a job. In particular, i t should include legislation, notions and procedures relevant
to filing a complaint against discrimination (for indemnity, sanction , Or restoration of rights).

Module 4: Career Preparation

Besides the conclusions based on the fact that these are respondents who much more often migrated
alone and are more unsatisfied with their current job than average (see previous modules), some
more recommendations can be made.

In particular, respondents who may be willing to take trainings in career preparation are also willing
in taking trainings in understanding labour market needs and trends. Thus, this part should be
included in the module.

1 O OEA AAOOEAO O51 AAOOOGAT AET ¢ 1T £ 1 AAT OO 1 AOEAO 1A}
from this module, some aspects of labour market needs and trends should be included.

Module 5: Job Search Skills & Interview techniques

In addition to the conclusions based on the fact that these are respondents who much more often
came alone and are more unsatisfied with their current job than average (see previous modules),
some more recommendations can be made.

In particular, respondents who may be willing to take trainings in career preparation are also willing
in taking trainings in understanding labour market needs and trends (as in module 4). Thus, this part
should be included in the module. However, attention should be paid not to double the content in
those two modules.

 The 90/30 rule is used to produz@easonable estimate of the number of people likely to use/buy a product. It is performed while having intention . buy scal
The answer dAwould definitely usedo is be multiplied brgaddedt®getheatoprodichtbe answer @
number of people who can be reasonably expected to use/buy a product.
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